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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, ISLIP

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING & 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2008

St Nicholas Church, Wednesday 16 April 2008 at 7.45 pm

Present:
The Rev Charles Masheder, The Rev David Wippell, Mr Wilf Stephenson, Mr Keith Chapple, Mr Frank Edwards, Mrs Celia Lowe, Mr Christopher Lowe, Mrs Teresa Carter,  Mr David Hughes, Mrs Hattie Bayly (until agendum 12b), Mrs Annie Brooks (from agendum 7),  Mrs Emily Cohen, Miss Kathryn Grant, Mr Scot Peterson, Mrs Mary Giles, Mrs Avril Hughes,  Mrs Valerie Edwards, Miss Marion Shirley, Mrs Reija Fanous

Apologies:
Mr Peter Davis, Mrs Judith McInerney, Mrs June Pigou

The Rector welcomed all opened the meetings with a prayer.

I.
ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING

1.
Minutes of meeting of 22 April 2007  

These were accepted as a true record of the meeting.

2.
Election of Churchwardens  

The Rector expressed his gratitude to the churchwardens for their invaluable help during his first months in the Benefice.

Proposed by Marion Shirley and seconded by Frank Edwards, Wilf Stephenson and Keith Chapple were elected unanomously as churchwardens.

II.
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

1.
Minutes of meeting of 22 April 2007 
With a few spelling mistakes, the minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Rector.

2.
Matters arising

There were no matters arising.

3.
PCC’s Annual Report 2007
K Chapple summarised the Annual Report, copies of which had been circulated in advance.  F Edwards commented that the report didn't do justice to the sub-committees and he suggested we reconsider what committees the PCC should have and state membership of each committee in the report.  K Chapple commented that committee responsibilities should be reviewed and membership should also include people outside the PCC.    The Rector said that this issue should be discussed at a PCC meeting.

The Rector said that there is an evensong in one of the Benefice parishes except on the 5th Sunday to M Shirley's comment that there is no longer an Evensong..

Proposed by K Chapple and seconded by A Brooks, the Annual Report 2007 was adopted by the meeting.

4.
Churchwardens' Report  

W Stepehson's comments

a)
Interregnum

The interregnum went well with the help of D Wippell in Islip.  K Grant had completed a Benefice profile.  The selection process of the new Rector was unanimous.  Induction service was held in Islip.

b)
Life of Church

The building project has dominated the year.  The next project is the west end project and the screen.  Lent group was particularly successful.  The challenge is to get people to participate in the life of the church.

c)
Fabric

Chattels: churchwarden's staff needs replacing.  No items missing.  Candle holder has been repainted.  Heating is much improved: vestments don't get mouldy.  The organ needs major works in the next 5 years; bells plaque needs rehanging.

W Stephenson expressed his thanks to K Chapple for his contribution as a churchwarden.

Organist: Ben Huffer is now permanent.

Johanna Stephenson keeps rotas of services.

Sacristans: Teresa Higgs standing down – replaced by junior sidesmen.

W Stephenson also expressed his thanks to: those making coffee on Sundays, cleaners, flower arrangers, K Grant's contribution during the interregnum, bellringers, the Church mice organiser (new person in charge is Jane Currie), C Lowe's work for the choir, Janet Nash who repaired kneelers.

5.
Treasurer’s Report and presentation of Accounts

The Treasurer commented that since the income was over £100,000 (due to the project appeal), the accounts are more complicated.  He then summarised the accounts, which had been circulated in advance.  In 2007, we broke even.  The new heating system is much more expensive to run, about £1,200 for the first quarter, the average over the previous 4 years was about £600.   The drop in regular giving was due to the Appeal.  

The Islip parish share is the biggest expenditure and this will go up; the largest running cost is the insurance payment.

Charitable giving: 5% of unrestricted income, 2/3 to USPG, 1/3 each to 2 local charities.  The total of about £3,000 for unrestricted and restricted funds (from funeral collections to a charity, concert etc).  

Proposed by the Rector and seconded by M Shirley, the 2007 Accounts were adopted.  The Rector expressed everyone's thanks to the Treasurer for completing the accounts

6.
Deanery Synod Report  

Celia Lowe reported on the Deanery Synods meetings in 2007, her written report had been ciruclated earlier; there were 4 meetings in 2007.  She commented that the meetings have improved and include intersting talks.

7.
Electoral Roll Officer’s Report  

Celia Lowe reported that 2 people had died in 2007 and had been removed from the Roll; 10 new people have been added, the total is 72 of which 3 are non-residents.

The Rector expressed his thanks for her work as an Electoral Roll representative – she will continue in this role.

8.
Report on the Restoration and Development Appeal

F Edwards commented that the Annual Report has an extensive report of the Appeal.  The Restoration and Development Appeal was teminated; £240,000 had been received by the end of the year.  The focus is now on the Screen Appeal.  He acknowledged members for their hard work towards the project, and the Rector expressed everybody's gratitude to F Edwards for his contribution for the successfull appeal.

9.
Rector's Reflections

The Rector expressed his thanks to all for their help at the start of his minstry in the Benefice, especially to D Wippell who is an integral part of the Ministry team in Islip; Noke and Woodeaton are now the Rector's responsibility.  He then reflected on the various services and worship patterns, and youth & children's work in the Benefice and engaged with the members on a set of questions.
10.
Election of Deanery Synod Representatives 

Proposed by K Chapple and seconded by Christopher Lowe, H Bayly was elected as a Deanery Synod Representative; and proposed by Celia Lowe and seconded by A Brooks, K Grant was elected as a Deanery Synod Representataive.  They both will be Islip representatives for 3 years.

11.
Election of the PCC  

A Brooks, Emily Cohen and J McInerney wish to resign as members of the PCC (all elected until APCM 2010), and Celia Lowe wishes to step down as a member after 18 years of service in the PCC.

Propsed by M Shirley and seconded by A Brooks, David Hughes and Peter Davis were re-elcted to the PCC.  

12.
Election of Sidesmen

The existing Sidesmen, Marion Shirley, Peter Davis and Johanna Stephenson were elected as sidesmen.

13.
Appointment of Independent Examiner

Nominated by Christopher Lowe and seconded by T Carter, Nicholas Gold was elected as an independent examiner.

14.
Any other business
The Rector mentioned that a Cuddesdon student will be in the Benefice between 25 June – 28 July.  

K Chapple said that the June Fete is a joint church/village hall event.

The meeting finished at 9.45 pm with the grace.

Islip PCC

Minutes of a meeting of St Nicholas, Islip PCC held on 14 April 2008 at 9.50 pm in the church

Present:
C Masheder, D Wippell, W Stephenson, K Chapple, D Hughes, T Carter, F Edwards, Christopher Lowe, S Peterson, K Grant, R Fanous

1. Election of a Treasurer
Proposed by K Chapple and seconded by D Hughes, Christopher Lowe was elected as the Treasurer.

2. Next meeting

The next PCC meeting will be on 7 May at 7.45 pm in the church.

C Lowe proposed S Peterson as a co-opted PCC member, seconded by K Chapple and he was unanomously elected.

