The Parish Church

of St Gregory

Marnhull

Don’t you believe it!
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· the unmaking of some

modern myths!

Dear Friend,

When I go around the village talking to people, I often hear opinions and beliefs about the Church of England which simply aren’t true…

so I thought I might try to dispel some of those, which is what this leaflet is all about.

Canon Darrell Weyman 
1. The only people who go to church are elderly, middle class and well-off.

· You are welcome at our church whoever you are. God loves every single person equally.

· We do not take a collection at services. A plate is available for donations if you wish, but you don’t have to pay anything.
· We love having children. Some services are especially for children but children are in church most Sunday mornings. It doesn’t matter if they make a noise; it doesn’t matter if you have to take them to the toilet (we’ve got one!); it’s OK if you want to take them out during the service. We have a children’s corner in church. Children are important because they teach us how to worship and love.

· We have a loop system for those with hearing problems, large print books and wheelchair access for much of the building. We don’t want anyone excluded.

· We welcome people who are single, married, divorced and whatever their sexual orientation.

· Coffee is served after the 10am service to help us get to know each other.

2. You can only go to church if you believe every word in the Bible.

· The Bible is absolutely essential because it records the story of the Jewish and Christian faiths : that is why it is read at every act of worship, preached upon and studied carefully. However, we also know that the Bible was created in a variety of historical and social contexts so it needs to be interpreted in the light of modern scholarship. So the Bible is a JOURNEY into the life of faith : not a set of rules.

· This is true for the whole of Christian life : you don’t start out with a whole set of beliefs – you gradually learn what to believe about God the Father, about Jesus Christ, and about the power of the Spirit through worship, through prayer and through reflecting upon life.

· Within the St Gregory’s congregation, people have a range of beliefs, but that’s OK because we are ALL on that journey of discovery

· The clergy are not there to tell you what to believe but to help you on that journey.

· We do not have all the answers – but we’ve got a lot of good questions! 
3. You can only go to church if you are good enough, or think you are good enough.

· We believe that we are made in God’s image and therefore we have the capacity to be like Jesus who made that image visible –  but we haven’t got there yet!

· Getting it absolutely right is not important – knowing that we don’t always get it right is. St Gregory’s Church is full of people who know they don’t always get it right.

· Life isn’t an obstacle race with God always watching to see if we fall. The Christian God is full of mercy and understanding and ready to forgive before we are ready to say sorry.

· But even if we are always making mistakes, we can still have a pretty good idea of how God wants us humans to live. This includes personal morality like honesty, faithfulness, compassion but also the bigger world issues. God has a great thirst for justice, peace and the care of his creation.

4. I can only have my children Christened if I am married and already go to church.

· It is the child that matters. We offer Christening (that is, Baptism) to any child living in Marnhull if his or her parent(s) want God to be part of that child’s life.

· Of course we want to encourage couples to get married, because we believe that gives the most stable home within which to bring up children – but we’ll try to support you whatever your personal circumstances.

· And a Christening doesn’t cost a penny. It’s a free gift from God through the church.

· And, furthermore, any adult can be baptised too. We’ll want to explain what it all means first of all – but here again, if God is calling you, we are not going to make it difficult for you to respond.

· And what’s more, at Baptism a person becomes a full member of the church and is therefore able to share in the Holy Communion (where we believe Christ is present to feed and sustain us).

· These days, Confirmation is something that comes later when you are ready.
So, what do you think?

If anything which I’ve said makes you think you might be interested in being part of all this….

If anything which I’ve said makes you think again, and you’d like to talk about it…

If anything which I’ve said makes you wonder whether you’ve got your priorities right….

If anything which I’ve said makes you wonder about Baptism for your child or yourself……

Contact me :


Canon Darrell Weyman   821130

Or turn up one Sunday morning :

8.00am The “quiet” old-style  communion service

10.00am The “modern” communion service with music, crèche + junior 

church and coffee to follow. 

PAGE  
6

