St Gregory’s Church

Marnhull

CONTINUING EXPLORATION

OF THE

NATURE AND PURPOSE 

OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

Vocation, Ministry and Mission

· We are all called through baptism into membership of the church. This is our primary vocation and it includes a commitment to growth in our relationship with God in Christ and to a life of discipleship.

· God calls each of us into specific tasks of  ministry within the church to enable the work of the church to proceed. This secondary vocation will depend upon our personality, gifts and skills. We may be called to clean the brass, we may be called to be ordained. Both are vocations to ministry.

· All of us are called to share in the mission of the church through which we make God’s love in Christ known through our own acts of love and service and through helping others in their spiritual growth and discipleship.

St Gregory’s Church, Marnhull –What is it for?
An extract from a statement on the nature and purpose of the local church agreed by the Rector and PCC

Although we often think of the building first, St Gregory’s Church is actually the group of people, the congregation, who meet in this particular building to worship God.

Because the church is Christ’s body in the world, our task as members of St Gregory’s Church, is to proclaim the kingdom of God announced by Jesus of Nazareth.

In practical terms this means :

1. As a congregation we are to :

· come together in worship to be built up by Christ’s presence

· live a communal life of care and respect for each other

· pray for the needs of the whole world

· demonstrate God’s love for all by serving some of the practical needs of the wider community in Marnhull, and working for justice, peace and the integrity of creation

· act as “leaven” (or stimulus) in the wider community  by endeavouring to live out what it means to be human in the divine image.

2. The congregation also exists to support both its own individual members and members of the wider community in :

· exploring their spiritual life and journey

· reflecting upon belief and practice in their daily lives

· their development as disciples in their homes, jobs, recreation and tasks of service.

3. As a congregation we also have a responsibility to act as stewards of the church    building and the churchyard so that they continue to be sacred spaces both for the worshipping congregation and the wider community.

The Life of the Congregation

How the statement on the nature and purpose of the local church might translate into a vision for us as a congregation

Based upon the section 1 of the “statement”, 

this was used during the sermon at Pentecost 2001

· Worship :  people would look forward to coming to church in joyful anticipation of encountering the risen Christ in word, sacrament and each other. That sense of joyful anticipation would communicate itself to others : we would want to bring others to share in our joy.

· Communal life : every single member of the congregation would feel valued and accepted for who they are, whatever their age, gender, social background. Each person would feel respected and know that they have an equal contribution to make to life of this congregation.

· Intercession : each person would take seriously our right and responsibility to pray for the needs of the world. Each Sunday we would bring those needs with us to church and offer them to God.

· Service : we would  be so filled with love for God and gratitude for his gift of life in Christ that we would seek to show that love and gratitude through service to this community and the wider world. We would want to develop the work of Marnhull Christian Care. We would want to think about how our time and money could be put to the service of others.

· Living out the gospel : each person would feel that the Christian gospel is not only for Sundays but affects every aspect of our daily lives : our relationships, our homes, our work our leisure. We would want to support national and international agencies for change not only by financial support but by the way in which we purchase and consume material goods, for example. This style of life would be so obviously “different” that friends and neighbours would start to ask “Why?”

Spiritual growth and Christian discipleship

How the statement on the nature and purpose of the local church

might inform spiritual growth and Christian discipleship.

Based upon section 2 of the “statement”

and used during a sermon on July 8th 2001.

As members of the congregation at St Gregory’s we are all called upon to 

a. Attend to our own growth in the spiritual life and Christian  

discipleship by devoting adequate time to prayer, reading and reflection on a daily basis and in regularly talking through our journey with someone else.

b. Help and encourage others, members of the congregation or not, (family, friends, neighbours, workplace acquaintances) by giving them the opportunity to talk about their own spiritual journey.

The characteristics of these processes are :

· To encourage the exploration of all manner of experiences which might give clues about the nature of God and the nature of human life. 

· To encourage reflection upon the way in which how we live should be informed by our deepest beliefs and convictions.

· To help in the development of  Christian discipleship by which we come to recognise that in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have a model both of what it means to be God and what it means to be human and, in response, to seek to allow the Holy Spirit to guide our thoughts and actions. The more deeply we enter into this particular relationship with God, the more we shall want to serve him in the world through the church (Christ’s body in the world) : see section 1 above. 

NB : A growth in understanding of Christian discipleship is something which grows out of more general exploration and reflection, together with a sense of belonging to a Christian community…not vice versa!
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