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History of the bells of St. Mary the Virgin Church, ELING

Originally 4 Bells (approx. 1552)  Then 5 (approx. 1694)  Then 6 (1775)  Now 8 (1978). 11-3-4 . in F#   ]  (G.F.)
6 bells in 1899 Winchester Guild Report.

The ring of six bells at Eling ( numbers 3,4,5,6,7 and 8 of the present octave ) was cast in 1775 by Messrs. Pack and Chapman of Whitechapel, http://www.whitechapelbellfoundry.co.uk/index.htm
in London, and were fitted with the latest technology, complete, wooden wheels.  The bells were the last to be cast by this firm for a Hampshire church.  We have no record of any celebrations in 1775, or whether the bells were paraded on horse drawn wagons around the village, as was often the custom.  We do know that the local ringers would not be able to ring any of the mathematical methods described in the first, ringing book, “TINTINNALOGIA or the ART of RINGING” by “A Lover of the Art”, printed in 1668, nor those in the second, “CAMPANALOGIA or the ART of RINGING improved”, believed to have been written by Fabian Stedman in 1677.  It is dedicated to The College Youths by “F.S.”.  1677 was the year he was elected as a Steward, although living in Cambridge at that time.

Canons of the Church of England.  F.8:-

“In every church and chapel there shall be provided at least one bell to ring the people to divine service”.  Today there are many which still have only one bell. E.g. Christ Church Colbury, St. Winfrid’s Testwood, St. Anne’s Calmore, St. Matthew’s Netley Marsh.  The original chapel of St. Mary the Virgin, Eling was built about 850.  The church is the tenth oldest in England and the oldest in the New Forest Natonal Park.  The present tower was added in 1350, with its south east pier built into one of the original, Saxon arches.  During the first Century (Which should have been 0 – 1 A.D. but, erroneously, was 1 – 2 A.D.) people believed in the power of bells to disperse storms and pestilence, to drive away devils, to ward off the effects of lightning and to extinguish fires.


We have no details of the original set of five bells at Eling, but we do know that there were just four bells in the inventory required by Edward VI in 1553.  “….ii surples Hi belles in the steeple, ii litell belles….”  An invoice of 1775 does give the weights of the five before further augmentation:-

	
	   c.   q.   lb.
	
	

	By an old bell
	  10   2    12
	
	

	4th Do.
	   7    3    27
	
	

	3rd  Do. 
	   6    1    20
	
	

	2nd  Do.
	   5    3     4
	
	

	
	
	
	

	By an old bell

Neat
	   5    0     6

   5    0     0
	Less the weight of the iron staple


These bells would not have been fitted with complete wooden, wheels, as with modern peals.  A description of complete wheels first appears in the second ringing book ever published, “Campanalogia” by Fabian Stedman, in 1677, when they were first fitted to bells at St. Bartholomew by the Exchange, London.  From 1550 half wheels had been fitted to enable bells to be chimed louder and heard further afield when giving warning of curfew, start of gleaning, harvest, opening of the market, summon to moot, warning of fire, summon to vestry meeting etc.  Curfew was sounded at 8 p.m. (2000 hours) and everyone MUST cover their fire and go to bed.  This law was instituted by Alfred the Saxon, enforced by William I (and hated for it!).  It was modified by Henry I so that it is now no longer compulsory to cover your fire OR be in bed by 8 p.m.!  Although this chiming was the responsibility of the Deacon or Parish Clerk, they often used strong young men as helpers, initiating the tradition of payment of ringers, and resulting in them competing to ring the longest or the loudest  For a religious centre such as Romsey Abbey there would be a set sequence of chiming, at 3 a.m. for Lauds, 6 a.m. for Prime, 9 a.m. for Tierce, Noon for Sext, 3 p.m. for Nones, 6 p.m. for Vespers and 9 p.m. for Compline, enforced up until the Reformation.

In 1547, following the death of Henry VIII and the coronation of rigidly Protestant, nine year old Edward VI, an injunction was issued “  Ringing and knolling of bells utterly forbidden at any time on a Sunday ”  This was followed, in 1551 by legislation banning national, burial peals of bells, replacing them with the ringing of a passing bell.  In 1496, at St. Michael’s, Coventry, it is recorded that the payment for funerals would be 20d to churchwardens and 5d to ringers for all 5 bells, but 12d to churchwardens and 4d to ringers for only 4 bells.  ( On All Hallows night there, these bells were expected to be rung all night, and the Deacons were required to go out to every house and take a collection for the ringers !)  Since the sounding of bells was mainly for secular purposes, except at religious centres, bells did not suffer from the removal of “all idols, imagery and Popery” following the Reformation.  Entries by the Revd. Thomas Thistle, Vicar of Eling from 1897 to 1935, in the “Hampshire Field Club Papers” now stored at Winchester Record Office, make fascinating reading.  In Volume VI we read that the original name was “Edlingès”, that it was approached from Eling Lane by a ford across the creek, and that the parish stretched from “ the bridge at Redbridge and the west bank of River Test”  and included the modern parishes of Netley Marsh, North Eling, Colbury and Marchwood.  According to Volume VIII, page 268,  “… an entry in the inventory of Church Goods of Hampshire, made in 1553, states that Eling belfry was then furnished with four bells and two little bells “
It is estimated that, by 1699, 1451 churches in England contained 5 or more sets of bells.  Only 1 had 12 bells, 5 had 10, 49 had 8, 312 had 6, leaving 1084 with 5 bells.  Possibly Eling was one of the 1084, and that bell number five was cast at the Reading bell foundry between 1691 and 1694.  Evidence in the records shows that all the bells were missing from St. Mary’s between these dates because “….. for reasons unspecified, the churchwardens, John Guy and Phinehas Rolfe, made off with the bells, and stored them in the bellfounder’s yard at Reading.”  The legal cost of retrieving them totalled £256-4s-4d, so this may be part of the cost for a fifth bell.  It may well have been a result of the Act of Parliament by the Puritans in 1643 during the English Civil War, which forbade the ringing of bells on a Sunday, as well as wrestling, shooting, bowling and dancing.  However, the Restoration of the Monarchy and of representative Parliament in 1660 resulted in 29th May becoming known as “Oakapple Day”, being declared a future public holiday and a requirement for bell ringers to be paid for sounding forth.

The only Hampshire churches definitely known to possess 5 bells in 1700 are at Bramley, Damerham, Fordingbridge, Hurstbourne Priors, Rotherwick, Sherbourne on Loddon, Yateley and Southampton, at Holy Rood and at St. Michael.  In Winchester there were 5 bells at St. John, St. Lawrence, and St. Maurice.  Rings of 6 bells could be found at Kingsclere, Romsey and Warnford, and only the Cathedral contained 8 bells, chimed from the floor below the tower.  All would be hung in locally made, wooden frames, sometimes with poorly made joints, that would creak and groan under the strain of the moving bells.  The gudgeons would be sunk into holes, scooped into the frame, possibly lined with copper, and requiring constant greasing.  Wooden frames would contract in the warm weather, loosening the joints, and, together with the lack of lubrication, made the bellringer need the constitution of an ox as he heaved, with sweat pouring from every joint.  The early days of the Winchester Diocesan Guild of Bellringers in the late 19th century were marked by problems with these primitive fittings.  In the Guild’s Report for 1886 it is reported that one of the bells at Ss. Peter and Paul, Hambledon, “….jumped out of the frame, and, if it had not fortunately lodged on the frame, it would probably have fallen through onto the heads of the ringers below…..”


Most of the village churches in Hampshire contained 3 or 4 swing-chimed bells in the 16th century.  Evidence indicates that these mediaeval bells were produced in one of three bell foundries.

1) The Fraternity attached to Chertsey Abbey.

2) Salisbury.

3) London.

A vast number of these were recast in the 17th century and records of the earlier bells have been lost for ever.  These bells, cast by those above, were unlike the perfect, modern castings, being uneven, with blister holes, and were tuned by chiselling lumps out from the lip of the bell where the clapper strikes.  They were originally made for chiming, intended to be fitted with half wheels.  The fitting of complete wheels in the 1670s, usually made by the village wheelwright, and the use of primitive bearings, made and fitted by the village blacksmith, which were far from being true, resulted in failure when the bells were whirled through 360o, with the clapper striking the chiselled lip with great force.  Cracked bells were frequently recast by itinerant founders, who left no written record.


The earliest of the pre-Reformation bells, recorded in “Hampshire Church Bells” by Rev. W. E. Colchester, Rector of St. Maurice and St. Lawrence, Winchester, published in 1920, are two swing-chiming bells at St. Denys, Chilworth, (1100 and 1120), No.1. at Mattingley, (1180), No. 1. at Appleshaw (1200), No.1. at Bramshaw (1250), and No. 1. at West Tytherley (1260).  Historically it is known that bronze bells existed in China in 1520 B.C.  With the advent of Christianity bells became associated with ecclesiastical purposes, the earliest record being at Arles, France, in 513 A.D.  “….. those who enter the church after the bell hast finished ringing shall be reprimanded….”  Two bells, dated 1009 A.D., exist at Augsberg Cathedral, Germany, and these have the same shape as woven straw skeps formerly used in bee-keeping ( the original, bell shape ? )  The oldest U.K. full-circle bells are No.2 at Cold Ashby, Northants. (1317), the tenor bell at Burford, Oxon. (1330), No.4 at Long Sutton, Norfolk (1345) and No.6 at Hereford Cathedral (1350).  


The early Hampshire bells above were also cast in the 14th century.  The Chertsey Fraternity were linked to the foundries at Wokingham and, from 1495, at Reading.  The oldest Wokingham bell in Hampshire is No.3 at Rotherwick.  The inscription    “hac in conclave gabrielis ne page suave”  gives no date, but 1370 is an approximation.  Although Chertsey Abbey was dissolved in 1537, Reading Foundry continued, managed by John Sanders from 1539 to 1559.  He continued to use the mark of the Arms of Chertsey Abbey on his bells, although many have mistaken this for the Diocesan Arms of Winchester !  This defying of the authorities may be the reason for no bells being cast here for the twenty years after 1559.  The oldest Reading bell in Hampshire is No.1. at Farley Chamberlayne.  The inscription   “Sancte Rafael ora pro nobis W H”.. only indicates that William Hazylwood was responsible between 1495 and his death, in 1509.


The earliest Salisbury bellfounder was John Barbor, who, before his death in 1404, was responsible for No.2 at Farley Chamberlayne.  The inscription   “In ho. No. re.  Tri. Ni. Ta. Tis.” lacks a date, but was cast before the building of Winchester College, in 1393, when William of Wykeham paid for bell No.3.  This bears the inscription   “AVE  GRAIA”  Churchwardens’ accounts in various churches indicate the names of pre-Reformation, Salisbury bell-founders :-

Henry Pinker, casting for St. Edmund’s,Salisbury, between 1494 and 1498.

Thomas Skelton, casting for St. John the Baptist, Yeovil, about 1512.

Roger Elys, casting for St. James, Bramley, in 1533.


To most people there is just one bell foundry in London, at Whitechapel.  The premises at No.34, Whitechapel Road have been utilised for casting bells since 1570, the year noted for Queen Elizabeth I being excommunicated by Pope Pius V, who declared her a usurper.  Her favourite “Queens change” remains popular on the majority of full-circle bells.  Some of Robert Mot’s bells are still part of peals found in English churches.  Mot was followed, in 1606, by a relative, Joseph Carter, who had learned his trade at the Wokingham foundry.  The Pack and Chapman duo responsible for the new ring of six at Eling in 1775 were the twelfth proprietors of No. 34, although it was known as No. 267 in the 18th century.  At that time Whitechapel was faced with competition from Thomas Janaway, working at Chelsea, William Savill, and Thomas Osborn of Downham Market.  The proprietor responsible for the elaborately worded bill below, in 1832, and for re casting number 3, Thomas Mears II, was the fifteenth.  He was also responsible for buying up and incorporating the Downham Market foundry mentioned above, together with Rudhalls of Gloucester, Wells of Aldbourne, and John Briant of Hertford.  As mentioned above, few bells remain that were cast in the 15th century.  Recent discoveries amongst wills have, however, uncovered some surprising information about earlier London bell founders.  After the death of Richard Hille in 1440, his wife, Johanna carried her husband’s business.  Deeds in Faversham church, Kent, describe the five new bells she cast for Faversham Priory.  Others of her castings are still used at Manaton (Devon), Castlethorpe, Norton (Hertfordshire), Ipswich, St. Mary at Elms, East Preston (Sussex) and Basildon.  Even more surprising, after the death of John Sturdy in 1458, his wife, also Johanna, continued his bell founding business and 14 of her bells still exist.  Her death in 1465 is noted by her son-in-law, Henry Jordan, who also became a bell-founder


There is evidence that at least one of Eling’s five bells was cracked, probably between 1700 and 1775, probably as a result of primitive fittings or locally made, complete, wooden wheels, which enabled the bells to be whirled around through 360o, as they are today.  Cracking was a frequent occurrence in English churches after 1677, and led to the development of a thriving industry for itinerant bellfounders.  Now-a-days bells can be despatched to the bellfounders in Whitechapel, London, or to Loughborough.  Until the first Turnpike Act, in 1663, for the Great North Road, roads were muddy tracks, having minimal, local repairs, with journeys taking days under nightmare conditions.  Hampshire achieved its first, well-maintained Turnpike in 1710 (the southern part of the current A3 ), but not until 1749 was the A3 was turn piked all the way to London.  It was during the 1750s, when 13 Turnpikes radiated from London, when other, muddy, Hampshire tracks received any attention.  The fourth to be established was in 1753, between Old Sarum, Landford, Ower, Cadnam and Eling Quay.  Hence damaged bells were rarely sent away, and , in most cases, an itinerant founder would be sent for.  He would arrive, lower the cracked bell, break it into pieces, dig a hole in the churchyard, and recast the bell.  


A graphic description of this process is given in Rev. Colchester’s book.  “ It is 1574.  The Churchwardens of Alresford meet the Vicar (who may not be resident ) and tell him that they hear John Cole is at Rotherwick, and the fourth bell needs his attention. [The bells were all recast again in 1811 so we do not know whether it really was the fourth ]  So a message is sent through a man who has business in Basingstoke.  [He would be travelling on horseback or with a mule train.  There was no Post Office, paper was expensive, and sending a message by post boy was very expensive]  In the meantime the local potter is told to have plenty of clay ready, and the whole parish is canvassed for old copper and tin pots and pans.  In due time John Cole arrives, driving a small cart which is loaded with a large iron cauldron with a lip, and the three legs of a tripod.  There is little else in the cart but a few stamps in a box and some pieces of tin or other metal from which he can cut letters, and also some strange shaped pieces of thin wood between two and three feet long, called ‘crooks’.


The bell has already been lowered by the local men and lies in the churchyard.  It is carefully measured.  Labourers are set to dig a hole about four feet square and three deep  John borrows a sledge-hammer from the blacksmith and breaks up the bell, which is then thrown into the cauldron, together with the pots and pans collected.  The tripod is set up and a great fire lit under the cauldron suspended from it.

The core is then constructed of bricks and covered with clay, which is moulded by running the crook around it.  This when dry is covered with grease and clay spread all over it, which is again moulded with the other side of the crook to the form of the bell.

If he has stamps for marks and inscriptions, these are now pressed upon the clay bell.  This being dried, is in its turn covered with grease and plastered over with clay mixed with hair and straw to make an outer covering, and the whole is subjected to heat so that the grease runs out.  When thoroughly dry, the outer covering, or cope, is lifted off and the clay bell taken off the core and thrown aside.  If tin letters are used, these are now pressed into the band round the crown of the cope.  The core is then lowered into the hole, and the cope fixed upon it, earth being filled in all around.

The metal is now melted and is poured into the mould, and in a day or two will be cool enough to be dug out, the core and cope being left in the hole to astonish some sexton in years to come, who will come upon it in the course of his labours.  ”
Archaeological evidence has identified the 12th century casting pit within the precinct of Winchester Cathedral.  This was preserved by the construction of the Old Minster above it.  More recently, archaeological investigations of the proposed site of the West Quay shopping complex in Southampton has produced evidence of a Southampton casting pit.  Other evidence for this activity is usually found in Church Warden’s accounts( but not, alas, at Eling), where the cost of each ingredient is itemised.  A quite famous one appears in the 1701 accounts of Ss. Mary and Martin of Chudleigh in Devon, which now has a ring of eight, 12-2-23 in F.  This was written in Devon dialect, and has been translated into English:-

	
	£
	s
	d

	The Account of the perticuler Charges of the bell for 133 pound of nu metal
	6
	3
	6

	for 1 pound ½ of tinglass
	0
	4
	6

	paid the bellfounder
	6
	0
	0

	Paid Mr harden for wood
	1
	15
	0

	Pad Jo:Mourch (The village blacksmith)for wood & hous hayer(house hire)
	0
	04
	0

	John Mourch for ayer (iron) work for the bells
	1
	7
	0

	For Red & waddling for to heall the hous (reed and wattling to cover the house)
	0
	7
	0

	Mr Eascharch for stons (stones)
	0
	05
	3

	for A man & 2 horsis to fetch the stons
	0
	2
	6

	pad A man for Cearing of horsdoung & Cleay (paid a man for carrying horsedung and clay)
	0
	2
	0

	For Cherckoll (charcoal)
	0
	1
	6

	
	16
	11
	9

	Try checking the addition, in £-s-d !
	
	
	


The reference to “hous” relates to the need for the pit to have some kind of cover, in view of the vagheries of the English weather.  Hence we could find:-

“John Ashelford for making up the hous over the furnace”

In the 18th century bells were often transported from the bellfounders premises by barge or coastal vessels.  The ring of six bells at Eling ( numbers 3,4,5,6,7 and 8 of the present octave ) was cast in 1775 by Messrs. Pack and Chapman of Whitechapel, in London, and were fitted with complete, wooden wheels, similar to those first used in 1677, when they were first fitted to bells at St. Bartholomew by the Exchange, London.  This is an anticlockwise ring of five bells, tenor bell 5½ cwt. in B.  Eling bells would be fitted with wooden stays, to prevent overturning of the bell, while the wooden frame would include a slider.  These had first been introduced in 1655 on the bells at St. Laurence, Ludlow, now a ring of eight, 25-0-14 in D.  The ropes would also be different.  Woven into the strands would be woollen “handpieces”, later known as Sallies, enabling ringers to catch the fast moving ropes without hurting their hands.  These had been introduced by 1666 on the ropes at All Saints, Eastchurch, in Kent, where there is now a ground floor ring of six, 10-2-27 in G.  Eling bells were the last to be cast by this firm for a Hampshire church.  Weighing a total of 47 cwt. 3 qtrs. 11 lbs., they cost, at £6 per cwt., £287-1s-9¼d.  The cost of wharfage and portering as they arrived at Eling Quay was 10s.  At that time Eling Quay contained a thriving boat building yard, used by the English navy, with many wooden warships sturdily built for the sea battles of the early 1800s.  Owned by Mr. Fabian, of the “big house” next to the church, it was he, as churchwarden, who arranged for the replacement of the five, old bells.  These weighed a total of 30 cwt. 3 qtrs. 7 lbs., but Pack and Chapman deducted 14 lbs. for the mass of the “old iron staples”, and then allowed £4-16s-0d. a cwt. in purchasing the old, five bells.  The invoice is one of the papers framed on the wall outside the belfry.  I think that faulty arithmetic in this paperwork caused the parish to be overcharged! :-

Eling Church in Hants, Mr. Robt Fabian, Churchwarden.

1775 






Per Contra
	24th. July  To a peal of Bells Vidt
	4th April

	
	   c.   q.   lb.
	
	   c.   q.   lb.

	6th
	  12    1    16 
	By an old bell
	  10   2    12

	5th
	   9    1    25
	4th Do.
	   7    3    27

	4th 
	   7    3    10
	3rd  Do. 
	   6    1    20

	3rd 
	   6    3    15
	2nd  Do.
	   5    3     4

	2nd 
	   6    0    16
	             grose
	  30   3     7

	1st 
	   5    0    13
	Old iron Staple deducted
	              14

	
	  47   3    11
	              neat
	  30   2    21

	
	     £     s.     d.
	At £4  16
	£147     6     0

	At £6 per cwt.
	 287     1      9¼
	31st Aug.
	

	Wharfage,porterage and suffer:
	          10      0
	By an old bell 

5 cwt. neat
	   24     0     0

	31st August

To Cash paid Cartage of old bell
	           3      2
	To balance
	  116    14    11¼

AN ERROR?

	
	£287   14     11¼
	
	£287   14     11¼


Also in the frame is a receipt from Wm Chapman, dated 21st February 1776, acknowledging receipt of a Bill of Exchange for £100, on account of the new peal of bells.  We are unable to know whether the original wooden frame for the five, chiming bells was adapted for six, full circle bells, or whether a new one was constructed.  It was removed in 1963 when John Taylor installed the present steel frame.  Lack of an invoice, and the money saving arithmetic above, indicates the financial savings of the former choice.  Bell hangers in the 18th century were associates of the bell foundries rather than employees.  Edward Simmons had replaced Robert and Samuel Turner in 1775, taking over their plant and business arrangements.  It is known that his expertise was employed at Sopley, Ringwood, “Selburne” and Bramshott.  In 1791 he was involved with the installation of the octave at Romsey Abbey, was one of the College Youths opening them with a peal of Oxford Treble Bob on 18th July, and two days later arrived in Carisbrooke on the Isle of Wight to ring another College Youth peal of Oxford.  He is perhaps better known as a member of the Cumberlands, changing Societies in 1778.


A study of the table above, giving details of the 8 bells, will show that number

3 of the 1775 ring of six (the current No. 5) bears the date 1832.  Another document in the frame, headed “The Parish of Eling, Hants.” is an account rendered by Thos. Mears of Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, London, dated 11th July 1833, for re-casting this bell.  The document is very faded but is believed to read:-

“ Sir, I beg leave to hand you the above account and by favouring me with a remittance for the same will be esteemed  a favour by:-

Sir, your obt. servant,

Thos. Mears”

The cost in this elaborately worded bill was £12-15-3d.  Of interest is the stated weight of the new bell, 6 cwt 1 qr. 11 lbs. costing £38-10-3d, whereas in the table above, of the present octave, it is now quoted as only 5 cwt -3 qts.-6 lbs!  The cost of the bell fittings was £2-12-6d, and the cost of labour £0-2-6d (i.e. half-a-crown)  Another item of interest is the weight quoted in allowance for the old bell metal, 6 cwt 3 qrs. 12 lbs.  In 1775 Whitechapel had charged for a bell weighing 6 cwt. 3 qrs. 15 lbs!  They even reduced the sum allowed by 8d because of the weight of the old iron staple.  Whitechapel appear to have got away with this faulty arithmetic, possibly because the Elementary Education Act did not appear until 9th August 1870, after which all children in Great Britain, between 5 and 13, were taught to read, write and perform sums in £-s-d.  The ringers were presumably pleased with their re-cast bell because they provided Whitechapel with another £4-11-6d on 29th December 1836.  A document records that this was the cost of the 12 hand bells, tenor No.19 in G, that still hang in the cabinet of the ringing chamber.


The tradition of ringing church bells following a wedding is a relatively recent one.  Ringers are given a payment for travelling from home to church, for parking their vehicle, for sitting quietly in the belfry for the duration of the wedding ceremony, and for then ringing the bells as the bride and groom leave the church.  Payment varies from church to church, and in the Southampton churches, at the time of writing, it is still £10 a person.  This just covers travelling costs and parking, but is not a reasonable return for 2 hours time on a Saturday afternoon.  At Eling, in the twentieth century, there were the usual fees for wedding services, £55-50 for the organist, £90 for the heating, £90 for the bells.  40% of the latter is banked into the belfry fund, so that the ringers can pay for any repairs to the bells, new ropes, wooden stays etc. without calling upon church finances.  All these costs have increased considerably in the new millennium.  At Eling the wedding couple not only leave to the sound of bells but ringing takes place for the initial 15 minutes as the guests arrive at St. Mary’s.


The sounding of church bells 45 minutes before Sunday morning service is quite a modern activity.  Ringers have been paid since 1550 for signalling curfew, vestry meetings etc.  During the period following the Injunction of 1547, when supporters of the Reformation banned the sounding of bells on a Sunday, payment for sounding the start of weekly events and the anniversary of a National celebration appeared regularly in churchwarden’s accounts.  As the only form of timekeeping for the village, ringers and the church clock would be the equivalent of the cuckoo and the Swiss clock in your hall!  Examples of these special celebrations can be found in some church wardens’ accounts, particularly those at St. Thomas Lymington :-

	1685
	Ringers on Gunpowder Treason Day.

(5th. Nov. 1605. Discovery of 36 barrels of gunpowder and Guy Fawkes under the Old Parliament buildings.  From that date a new law compelled everyone to celebrate Guy Fawkes Night.  This law was repealed in 1859)
	2/-


	1686
	“For Beere for the ringers the thanksgiving day ( Battle of Sedgmoor )

“To the Ringers the day the King’s Matie that now is was proclaimed and for candles” ( Accession of James II, 6th Feb. 1685, deposed in Feb. 1689 )
	00-5-6

00-4-5½


	1695
	To the ringers when the plot was discovered.

(Assassination plot to kill King William III at Richmond)
	10/-


	1708
	To the Ringers in bere when the Bishop came to town.
	7/8

(This would buy 4 gallons)


	1727
	His Majesty’s Coronation, to ye Ringers at Jenck’s and two legs of Mutton..  (Coronation of George II)
	13/3


Another document mounted in the frame outside Eling belfry is one dated 22nd February 1811.  This is a receipt for eighteen shillings, paid to the ringers for beer.  This would have bought them about 10 gallons!

By 1912 the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers had issued pleas that all ringers now aim to raise their bells on a Sunday and ring them before services and cease the habit of just chiming one or two bells.  In some country churches it had become the habit to just raise one bell and allow the learner to practice.  The Central Council also encouraged ringers to learn and apply the mathematical permutations known as change ringing, but it was not until the 1950s that this was practiced at Eling.


The earliest list of Eling bell ringers appears in the Parish Register in Winchester Record Office, at the end of fiche numbered PR35.

1900. Bell ringers.

Mr. Geo. Crook foreman.

Sam Crook.

Tom Crook.

Harry Crook of Totton.

Harry Crook of Trotts.

A. Waterman of …..(Neeves?)

(Sidney?) Mackrell the Miller.

Harry Stote the Baker.

The Passing Bell is rung immediately after the death of a Parishioner & before & after burial.

1901

On Tuesday Evening Jan 22 1901, on the news of the Queen’s death being made known, at 9 o’clock a muffled peal of six bells was rung, and again on Sunday following and again on Saturday Feb 2nd.

A large, wooden board in the belfry records the names of ringers in the late 19th and early 20th Century:-

	S. CROOK             1867
	S. MACKRELL     1882
	F. PLAYER             1913
	R. HISCOCK         1932

	G. CROOK            1867
	G. WATERMAN  1898
	W. J. PURNELL     1913
	W. MOORE           1932

	C. HAZELBY        1867
	W. PEARCE          1901
	J. HOUNSOME      1917
	R. FIELDER          1932

	H. CROOK            1871
	F. WEAVER          1905
	F. CURTIS              1920
	P. BATTEN          1932

	T. CROOK             1871
	E. CASSELL         1905
	P. MACKRELL      1920
	J. SWADLING      1933

	W. BROOMFIELD1876
	F. CROOK             1905
	E.J.WOOLDRIDGE1927
	H. IRELAND        1933

	H. STRIDE            1876
	F. MAJOR             1911
	L. F. PAYNE           1927
	N. PEARCE           1933

	H. CROOK            1882
	A. WEAVER         1911
	G. W. FIELDER      1927
	S. KNIGHT           1935

	H. STOTE              1882
	H. CROOK            1911
	R. LUKE                 1932
	K. PASSFIELD     1935



A framed card has been discovered amongst boxes in the bell tower.  It is dated “Easter 1936” (Sunday 12th April) and contains the names of the ringers at that time.  It reads:-

Presented

To

Eling St. Marys, Church Tower.

Collections made by Mr. W. Pearce.

One set of twelve Hand Bells and

new matting for Belfry Floor.

Gift of Mrs Rabbetts.

One set of six new Bell Ropes.

Mr. R. Fielder.

One oak Cabbinette for Bells.

Ringers

W. Pearce.  Foreman.

	G. Fielder
	R. Fielder

	W. Moore
	R. Hiscock

	H. Ireland
	S. Knight


K. Passfield

EASTER  1936

The declaration of hostilities by Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand and France on 3rd September 1939 marked the start of World War II.  The ringing of church bells was banned on 13th June 1940.  A series of articles about this period in bellringing history appeared in “The Ringing World” during October 1980, written by the late Bill Cook:-

(Issue 3624, p891;  3625, p913;  3626, p931;  3627, p951)

To give a summary:-

1939 Sunday 3rd September.  Declaration of war.  “…… it was this apprehension….. 

which led to a sudden temporary but almost complete voluntary suspension of all forms of ringing;  but the silence of the bells was partly influenced by the Control of Noise (Defence) Order, which was in some areas interpreted as a ban on ringing of bells, even though they were specifically exempted in the Order.”

1939 Tuesday 31st October.  “…There was a temporary setback when a revised Control of Noise Order was issued, for it failed to make any mention of church bells…..”

1940 Tuesday 4th June.  Completion of evacuation from Dunkirk.  “   Britain prepared for, what at the time seemed, an almost inevitable invasion.”

1940 Thursday 13th June.  A “Control of Noise Defence Order” was issued by the Ministry of Home Security.  It ordered a total ban on the sounding of church bells 

except as an invasion warning.

1940 Sunday 16th June.  “….for the first time for more than a thousand years, not a single church bell was heard anywhere in the land. …”

As Bill Cook then comments, no prior warning had been given of this ban and in many towers bells had been left “up”.  There was no possibility of ringing them “down”

1940 Saturday 7th September.  A critical day in the Battle of Britain.  Four Germans were captured landing on the South Coast.  A Cornish fishing fleet docked unexpectedly in misty conditions.  A false alarm was sounded in the West of Scotland.  The consequence of all this was a patchy ringing of bells in the counties concerned, and a mobilisation of the Home Guard.  Bill then asked for anyone who actually rang that day to make contact with him. 

1942 Sunday 15th November.  The well-known ringing to mark the victory at El Alamein.

1942 Friday 25th December.  At very short notice, Mr. Attlee (Lord Privy Seal), granted permission to ring church bells for Christmas morning.  Because of the short notice not a great deal of ringing could be arranged.

1943 Wednesday 21st April.  The Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill, announced that 

“…. Church bells can now be rung on Sundays and other special days in the ordinary way to summon worshippers to church. …”

1943 Early in June (No date specified).  The ban on ringing for weddings, funerals, practice nights etc. was lifted.  (On page 599, Geoff Dodds states that it was Sunday 6th June)

On 7th May 1945 the German forces surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, resulting in rejoicing throughout the following day.  The few experienced bell ringers manned the ropes in the U.K. belfries, supplemented by the nineteen forty three-ers, teenagers taught to handle the bells during the early part of that year.  There were few of these at Eling.  However, in 1950, a group of young lady communicants were persuaded to learn bell handling, in time, it turned out, to celebrate the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2nd June 1953.  They were encouraged by one of their number, a natural leader, later to become Church Warden and Captain of the Ringers, Mrs. Gladys D Matcham.  The creaking sounds above proved to be emanating from the 1552, wooden bell frame, built to support swinging bells only.  Altered in 1775 to accommodate the ring of six rung full-circle it would contract in the warm weather, loosening the joints, and, together with the lack of lubrication, made the bell ringer need the constitution of an ox as he heaved, sweating from every pore.  This was not suitable for young ladies and so the bell founders were consulted.


This time John Taylor’s of Loughborough were selected, who transported all the bells to the foundry in 1963, removing the old, wooden frame and installing a modern, steel frame.  The bells were tuned to the notes given above, and were weighed as shown in the same table.  The small amount of metal removed during this process can hardly account for the much heavier weight stated for each bell, and charged for, by the Whitechapel foundry in 1775.  Taylors hung the six bells in new fittings, turning each one by 90o so that each clapper would strike a fresh surface rather than that pitted from 1775 onwards.


The Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth in 1977 was again marked by special events and a lot of bell ringing.  Encouraged by their Secretary, Gladys, their Captain John Hartless, their fund raisers Gwen and Bryan Mackrell,  the ringers worked hard to raise funds for the casting of two, lighter bells, as described in the articles found below the table of bell details above.  The dedication by the Bishop of Southampton on 13th December 1978 should have been the high point for the ringers.  However they still needed to ring the first full peal on the 8 bells, seven such peals having been achieved on the 1775 six.  Grandsire Triples became very familiar, with the ringers even winning striking competitions against very experienced ringers from within the Guild area.  A national challenge to ring a peal in 1981, sponsored for the Church of England Children’s’ Society ignited the fund raising talents of those found in the belfry.  Not only was the peal achieved, taking 2 hours and 56 minutes, with one participant ringing his first ever peal, and two their first upon eight bells, but the sponsored money raised was greater than from any other band.  A photograph of the ringers shows them at the Houses of Parliament, each presented with special, engraved glass bells by the Speaker George Thomas.

[See “The Ringing World” No.3663 (10th July 1981), p.606.]

SUMMARY OF PEALS AT ELING

	YEAR
	DAY
	MONTH
	METHOD
	CHANGES
	TIME
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1938
	11
	5May
	Minor (3 methods)
	5040
	2h 43m
	Oxford T.B., Kent T.B. & Plain Bob

	1955
	26
	2February
	Minor (7 Methods)
	5040
	3h 8m
	London,Cambridge,Double Court Double Oxford, Oxford TB, Kent TB & Plain

	1968
	10
	8August
	Plain Bob Minor
	5040
	2h 56m
	First here by any Eling ringers.

	1969
	13
	12Dec.
	Grandsire Doubles
	5040
	2h 56m
	Jointly conducted T. Matcham+J.Hartless

	1971
	19
	6June
	Minor (4 Methods)
	5040
	2h 39m
	St. Clement’s, Cambridge, Kent, & Plain

	1973
	22
	12Dec.
	Grandsire Doubles
	5040
	2h 50m
	By a band of under 16s.

	1976
	11
	1January
	Cambridge Surprise Minor
	5040
	2h 46m
	First of Surprise by any Eling band.

	Bells augmented from 6 to 8

	1981
	8
	6June
	Grandsire Triples
	5040
	2h 56m
	Sponsored for C. of E. Childrens’ Soc.

	1982
	29
	12Dec.
	Cambridge Surprise Major
	5090
	2h 56m
	

	1983
	5
	6June
	Plain Bob Major
	5024
	2h 54m
	Wedding comp. to Susan Hartless and David James.

	1984
	23
	9Sep.
	Stedman Triples
	5040
	2h 55m
	Wedding comp. to Sally George and Tim Jackson.

1st. by resident band

	1985
	16
	11Nov.
	Yorkshire Surprise Major
	5152
	2h 55m
	By Cumberland Youths.

	1986
	15
	2February
	Kent & Oxford T.B. Major
	5088
	2h 59m
	Ilkeston variation.

	1987
	14
	2February
	Zermatt Surprise Major
	5152
	2h 55m
	First ever in the method.

	1989
	4
	11Nov.
	November Surprise Major
	5040
	2h 48m
	

	1991
	30
	12Dec.
	Plain Bob Major
	5056
	2h 59m
	

	1992
	14
	10October
	Plain Bob Major
	5024
	2h 46m
	By Clerical Guild

	1992
	31
	12Dec.
	Zion Surprise Major
	5056
	2h 56m
	For Oxford Diocesan Guild.

	1994
	10
	7July
	Plain Bob Major
	5040
	2h 50m
	To celebrate the re-opening of the church after its re-ordering.

	1996
	1
	9Sept.
	Stedman Triples
	5040
	2h 40m
	

	1997
	4
	1January
	Bristol Surprise Major
	5024
	2h 53m
	To celebrate the birth of Victoria Caroline Jackson.

	2005
	2
	9Sept.
	Bob Major in hand
	5184
	2h 32m
	In memoriam Gladys D Matcham










Derek Jackson

Monday, 06 March 2006

Saturday, 11 March 2006

Wednesday, 09 May 2007

Friday, 31 August 2007

Friday, 28 March 2008
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