St Michael’s Church, Irstead, Norfolk NR12 8XS
Grid Reference: TG365204. www.irstead.churchnorfolk.com

Risk Assessment for Visitors


General Information

Welcome to St Michael’s, a small 14th Century flint and thatched church situated in Irstead, 150m from the River Ant just below Barton Broad. It is open during daylight hours. 

We hope all visiting groups to St Michael’s will respect this very old, but treasured church and the care taken in looking after it.

Contact for visits:
Claire Penstone-Smith, Wren Corner, Shoals Road, Irstead, NR12 8XR.
Tel: 01692-630580, email: candrpsmith@hotmail.com

If Mrs Penstone-Smith is not available contact either of the Church Wardens:
John Russell-Wells, 01692-630301
David Murrells, 01692-631427


Facilities

Toilets
There are no toilet facilities at the church.
The nearest public toilet is situated at the Car Park (TG351207) on Long Lane, Irstead (adjacent to The Old Rectory) and about 1.5 miles from the church.

Drinking Water
There is no access to drinking water, but this can made available if requested.

Rubbish 
There is a large rubbish skip on Irstead Staithe Car Park (just behind the church). An adult would need to dispose of the rubbish there.

Eating
Food may be eaten on the grass of the Staithe (very close to the river), in the churchyard, or in the church porch. In the event of bad weather food may be eaten in the church but please contact Mrs Penstone-Smith if this has happened.

Disabled Access
The stone path to the church door is a gradual slope with a small step into the porch. There are two very worn steps down into the church. There is a portable ramp available on request but there is a handrail by the steps.

· If the ramp is required, please contact John Russell-Wells or David Murrells in advance of any proposed visit.
Parking
There is parking for 2-3 cars in front of the church. There is a larger parking area on the Staithe, behind the church. This is large enough for a minibus, but a large coach may have difficulty turning as this is a dead end.

Road
As the church is situated on a ‘no through road’ there is little traffic, but there are 3 houses situated beyond the church, and refuse lorries come every Thursday morning, to empty the refuse bins. 
Hazard:

· Care is needed if children are walking from the Staithe Car Park to the Church (about 50m) as there is no footpath.
Outside the Church

Churchyard
Grass is mown regularly.
Hazard: 
· Uneven ground throughout the churchyard.
· Path to the church door can be very slippery if it is wet.
· Gravestones, plaques and memorial stones throughout the churchyard. The upright gravestones have been deemed safe but should not be leant on.
Inside the Church

Church Tower
There is a ladder leading from the base to the top of the tower. There is a padlocked plank of wood at the base of the ladder. 
hazard:

· The rope to the bell tower is caught on a hook to the side of the ladder and should not be touched.  No unauthorised person should attempt to climb this ladder.

Font
The steps up to the font can be stepped on.
Hazard:

· Care should be taken when walking around the font because of the corners of the octagonal stone base.
Organ
This is kept locked but could be opened on request.

Alcove behind curtain
This contains the electrical switch board and should not be touched.

Heating
Is by electric tubular heaters at the base of the bottom of the pews and by 3 portable heaters.  The heating is only used during services/events.  The heating can be turned on if required with advance notice.

· All heating elements can be hot when used.

Pews
Please replace the kneelers on the pews if they are used.
Hazard:

· Please be careful of the heating elements at the base of the bottom of the pews. These will not be hot, unless the heating has been turned on.
Lectern
Hazard:

· There is an electric lead from the light on the top of the lectern to a socket in the wall which trails on the floor.

Chancel
Hazard:

· Step up between the nave and the chancel.
Photographs
Photographs may be taken inside and outside the church.


Claire Penstone-Smith. October 2010
