ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH

In 1878, when describing the dedication of our Parish Church, the "West Briton" characterised Mount Hawke as "a considerable village, near St Agnes, rarely approached by strangers, and 

it has no inn at which they might be refreshed, nor has it any particular natural attractions which would tempt the traveller to go out of his way to visit it"

Mount Hawke had become a separate ecclesiastical parish in 1846; before that it was part of the combined parish of St Agnes and Perranzabuloe, and the curate from there took occasional services in the village. These services took place in a disused Congregational

chapel described as "little better than a barn" at the bottom of the village.

The Order in Council to create the new parish incorporated part of St Agnes, with a small part of Illogan, and the first Incumbent was appointed in February 1847, at a salary of 

£150 per annum. He lived at Mingoose, as did all vicars until the 1880's.

Services continued in the old church until the Revd Allin was appointed in 1874; he then set about serious fund-raising. He preached in nearly 40 churches "from Camborne to Plymouth and Falmouth", and wrote countless letters asking for donations, and at last in 1878 the new church was dedicated. The land for it was given by Mr EW Brydges Willyams of Carnanton; 

Charles Hancock of St Agnes was the architect, and the builders were Tamblyn of Redruth and Mitchell and Langdon of St Agnes.

The church is built of local stone from a quarry behind Croft Prince, and has granite plinths, corbels and angles; it will seat upwards of 200 people. Costing around £1200 to build, it soon needed another £50 spending to eradicate dry rot!

The font is the oldest thing in the church, and is pre-Reformation. It belonged originally in the chapel of the mansion at Trevaunance (St Agnes), and was lent to Mount Hawke for the old church, and then presented to the "new" church permanently. Unfortunately the architect had it re-cut, and all the former decoration was removed, leaving the present plain font.

The chair near the organ was presented in 1908 by students from the South Kensington School of Mines, who used to do practical work for six weeks a year at the old 

Tywarnhale Mine, on the Porthtowan road.

The two paintings of New Testament scenes were presented by the artist, 

R J Enraght-Mooney, who seems also to have been a book illustrator, and worked with Kenneth Grahame among others.

The first "heating apparatus" in church cost £10, and was paid for by saving up the Harvest Festival collections for several years; put in during the 1880's, it was evidently not very successful, as it was replaced at a cost of £18.15s in 1894!

The present oak altar, by Gill of Truro, was added in the 1890's. During the time of the 

Revd Barfett (1900-1914) the organ and lectern were installed; in the 1930's carved oak panels were added to the altar, and electricity was installed in the church and hall (built in 1881 and enlarged in 1904).

After the 1914-18 War parishioners erected the War Memorial in the cemetery next door, and a framed list of those who had served in the war was placed both in the Parish Church and the Methodist Church, and an early example of the co-operation which still goes on today, was the joint service held in the Methodist Church prior to the unveiling of the War Memorial.
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