HARVEST TIME
The church has always observed the seasons. In country areas, it started just after Christmas with Plow Sunday (January 13). Yes that was how it was spelt. Immediately your 2 day holiday was over it was time to plough and till the land. The plough was brought to church to be blessed.  This implies tilling the “land” but it was not the time for planting. The winter frosts helped to break up the soil.
The next church observation was a ritual involving prayer and sacrifice for crops held on April 25. The first Rogation is also observed on April 25, and a direct connection has sometimes been asserted, with the "Christian substitute" following the same processional route in Rome for their pagan festival of Robigalia.  
There was a practice of planting your early potatoes on Easter Day and harvesting them on Ascension Day or Whitsun. Some churches gave seed potatoes to the children who were suppose to plant them and bring back their harvest at Whitsun.

The word rogation comes from the Latin rogare to ask. It is found in the collect for the 5th Sunday after Easter and was associated with the “beating of the bounds”. In this procession the priest, church wardens and parishioners walked around the extremities of the parish and prayed for God’s blessing on the crops. A more mercenary approach was that it protected the parish’s rights, glebes and tithes. This was an important source of income to the parish to cover payments to the poor and for the “needs” of the Church. There is an interesting rare tithe marker on the A40 at Holtspur marking the boundaries between Wycombe parish and Beaconsfield.

Churches on the coast also observed the Blessing of the Fisheries on the Sunday nearest to St Peter’s day (29th June). The boats were blessed in the harbour and prayers said for safe passage on their voyages. 

The ancient feast of Lammas (2nd August) marked the first corn harvest and was a convenient quarter day for the payment of tithes. Tithes were sometimes taken as goods so this was a useful date. The next quarter day was St Michael and All Angels on 30th September and it became common to hold the Harvest Home or Supper near that date.

We are now reduced to gardens and allotments for growing our “crops” but at St Margaret’s we have started to harvest unwanted scrap metal. This is sold and the money used in the church fabric fund reflecting the old use of tithes. The items of food brought for our service are divided between people of the parish and the local Women’s Refuge in Slough that we have supported for a number of years.
