St. Peter’s Church, Woolhampton

Our ten year dream has all but arrived.  Way, way back our then priest, the Rev’d Canon Christine Redgrave, convinced us (very easily) that we needed a toilet and other new facilities up at St. Peter’s church.  Under the guidance then of Dr John Raban an architect was appointed, a scheme drawn and a pursuit of funding started.
Over the intervening period we have had highs (trust funding approved), lows (refusal of planning permission), times of progress (planning permission being obtained) and times of inaction (18 months to get a Faculty).  Also with the passage of time our aspirations have had to be scaled back as costs rise and external circumstances change.

We are now there though.  We have a modest scheme to build an extension to the north of the church, extending our outer vestry, and providing a toilet and small kitchenette.  Tenders have been received and with the trust funds available we can afford to go ahead, hence we have a builder due to make a start on Monday 9th January 2012.

The builder appreciates that not only is he working on a church building but he is also working right next to our local primary school.  It is anticipated that we will still be able to continue with our regular Sunday services, and Elstree’s Saturday services, albeit arranging anything special during the week will be more difficult and will take quite a bit of planning if it can not be avoided.  Likewise it is hoped that inconvenience to the school and particularly parents dropping off and picking up children, can be kept to a minimum.
With everyone’s understanding work will hopefully go smoothly and we can look forward to opening our new facilities in early June.

Charles Davison
