	Can we get married here? 

Congratulations on your engagement!  We are glad that you are considering getting married in our parish, and hope that the information here will answer some of your questions.
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Which Church?
The three Church of England churches in our parish (St John the Baptist, Clayton; St Cosmas & St Damian, Keymer; and St Francis of Assisi, Hassocks) form one parish, and you can choose to marry in any of them.

We live in the parish
If one or both of you lives in our parish, and both are either previously unmarried or a widow, then you have a legal right to marry in one of the three churches.  You can use your postcode to check which parish you live in here.

Neither of us lives in the parish

Entitlement to marry has also been extended to those with another ‘Qualifying Connection’ – for example that you have previously lived here for at least 6 months, that your parents live here or have lived here during your lifetime, or that you were baptised here.  Full details of these Qualifying Connections can be found here.
None of these Qualifying Connections applies to us

If none of these apply to you, it may still be possible to get married here, provided at least one of you joins the Church's Electoral Roll.  To qualify for this, you must have been baptised (christened) - either as a baby or more recently - and come regularly to services for at least 6 months (ie at least twice per month).  While we are willing to take bookings during this 6 month period, you must realise that the booking is conditional on fulfilling these requirements.
What if one or both of us is divorced?

Parish clergy have more discretion than in the past about conducting the marriages of those who are divorced.  If this applies to you, and one or both of you is currently living in our parish, please get in touch so that we can meet and discuss this.  Because marriage after divorce is regarded as ‘exceptional’ rather than routine, please note that we are only able to consider this for those currently living in the parish.
Want to make a booking or ask further questions?

We prefer to make the booking in person, so please get in touch to arrange to meet.  If you want to enquire about the Church’s availability on a given date, please ring or email to ask.  If it is not possible to meet for a while, we can still reserve a date and time for you.
We look forward to hearing from you!
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